
ALLEN CITY COUNCIL 
 

REGULAR MEETING 
 

MAY 8, 2018 
 
 
Present: 
 
Stephen Terrell, Mayor  
 
Councilmembers: 
 
Gary L. Caplinger, Mayor Pro Tem  
Kurt Kizer  
Carl Clemencich  
Debbie Stout  
Robin L. Sedlacek  
Baine Brooks  
 
City Staff: 
 
Peter H. Vargas, City Manager 
Shelli Siemer, Assistant City Manager 
Eric Ellwanger, Assistant City Manager 
Shelley B. George, City Secretary  
Teresa Warren, Director, Public and Media Relations Office 
Peter G. Smith, City Attorney 
 
 
Workshop Session  
 
With a quorum of the Councilmembers present, the Workshop Session of the Allen City Council was called to 
order by Mayor Terrell at 6:39 p.m. on Tuesday, May 8, 2018, in the City Council Conference Room of the 
Allen City Hall, 305 Century Parkway, Allen, Texas.   
 
1. Update Regarding Upcoming Bond Issuance and Capital Improvement Projects Schedule. 
 
2. Committee Updates from City Council Liaisons.  
 
3. Questions on Current Agenda. 
 
With no further discussion, the Workshop Session of the Allen City Council was adjourned at 7:02 p.m. on 
Tuesday, May 8, 2018. 
 
Call to Order and Announce a Quorum is Present  
 
With a quorum of the Councilmembers present, the Regular Meeting of the Allen City Council was called to 
order by Mayor Terrell at 7:06 p.m. on Tuesday, May 8, 2018, in the Council Chambers of the Allen City Hall, 
305 Century Parkway, Allen, Texas.   
 
Pledge of Allegiance  
 
Public Recognition  
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1. Citizens’ Comments.  
 
2. Presentation of Proclamations by the Office of the Mayor.  

 
• Presentation of a Proclamation to Coach Jason Anderson and the Allen High School Archery Team 

Proclaiming 2018 as “Allen Eagles Archery Team Year.” 
• Presentation of Proclamation to Stephen Massey, Director of Community Services with the City of 

Allen, Proclaiming May 20-26, 2018 as “Public Works Week.” 
• Presentation of Proclamation to Kurt Kasson, Chief Building Official with the City of Allen 

Proclaiming May 2018, as “Building Safety Month.”  
 
3.    Annual Report by Greg Roemer, President of Community Waste Disposal, Inc. (CWD). 
 
Consent Agenda  
 
MOTION: Upon a motion made by Councilmember Stout and a second by Councilmember Brooks, the 

Council voted seven (7) for and none (0) opposed to adopt all items on the Consent Agenda as 
follows: 

 
4. Approve Minutes of the April 24, 2018, Regular City Council Meeting. 

 
5. Adopt a Resolution Denying Oncor Electric Delivery Company's Application for Approval of a 

Distribution Cost Recovery Factor. 
 
RESOLUTION NO. 3568-5-18(R):  A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
ALLEN, COLLIN COUNTY, TEXAS, FINDING THAT ONCOR ELECTRIC DELIVERY 
COMPANY LLC’S APPLICATION FOR APPROVAL OF A DISTRIBUTION COST RECOVERY 
FACTOR PURSUANT TO 16 TEX. ADMIN. CODE § 25..243 TO INCREASE DISTRIBUTION 
RATES WITHIN THE CITY SHOULD BE DENIED; FINDING THAT THE CITY’S 
REASONABLE RATE CASE EXPENSES SHALL BE REIMBURSED BY THE COMPANY; 
FINDING THAT THE MEETING AT WHICH THIS RESOLUTION IS PASSED IS OPEN TO THE 
PUBLIC AS REQUIRED BY LAW; REQUIRING NOTICE OF THIS RESOLUTION TO THE 
COMPANY AND LEGAL COUNSEL; AND PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 

 
6.  Adopt a Resolution Authorizing the Community Development and Parks and Recreation 

Departments to Apply for, Accept, Reject, Alter or Terminate a Grant Through AARP's 
Community Challenge 2018 Grant Program. 
 
RESOLUTION NO. 3569-5-18(R):  A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
ALLEN, COLLIN COUNTY, TEXAS, HEREINAFTER REFERRED TO AS “APPLICANT,” 
DESIGNATING CERTAIN OFFICIALS AS BEING RESPONSIBLE FOR, ACTING FOR, AND ON 
BEHALF OF THE “APPLICANT” IN DEALING WITH AARP,  HERINAFTER REFERRED TO 
AS “GRANTOR,” FOR THE PURPOSE OF PARTICIPATING IN THE AARP COMMUNITY 
CHALLENGE 2018 FUNDING ASSISTANCE PROGRAM, HEREINAFTER REFERRED TO AS 
THE “PROGRAM”; CERTIFYING THAT THE “APPLICANT’ IS ELIGIBLE TO RECEIVE 
PROGRAM ASSISTANCE; AND PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 

 
7.  Approve the Recommendation from the Tax Increment Financing (TIF) Reinvestment Zone 

Number One (Garden District) Board of Directors Relating to Payment to Watters Creek Owner, 
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LLC, from the TIF Fund in the Amount of $745,798.24 from the City Tax Increment, $125,269.23 
from the County Tax Increment, and a Payment to the City from the TIF Fund in the Amount of 
$15,000 for Administrative Support. 
 

8.  Motion to Reappoint Dr. Joe Farmer to the North Texas Municipal Water District Board as a 
Representative for the City of Allen for a Two-Year Term Effective June 1, 2018, through May 
31, 2020. 

 
The motion carried. 
 
The City Council expressed appreciation to Dr. Farmer for his service to the City of Allen by serving on the 
North Texas Municipal Water District.  
 
Regular Agenda        
 
Other Business  
 
15. Calendar. 

 
• May 15, 2018 – Canvass of Election, 2 p.m. 

 
16. Items of Interest.  

 
Mayor Terrell presented the following memorial tribute marking the impact of Mrs. McDermott on 
the Allen community: 

 
“I want to say a few words about a remarkable woman, Margaret McDermott. She passed away at 
the age of 106. What is interesting is that newer residents will only recognize her name from the 
road that leads to downtown Allen and City Hall but she did so much more for this community.   
     
Here are some of the things she and her late husband Eugene did for the City of Allen. 

 
In 1967, back when our population was under 2,000, the McDermott’s offered to fund the City’s 
first fire station and community center to keep residents safe and give them a place to gather. 
 
Not only did they bankroll the construction; they also paid for the insurance on the building so 
Allen residents wouldn’t be stuck with added costs. 
 
A year later, they asked to fund and build the first Allen library—now known as The Blue House. 
Not only was it Allen’s first library, it had air conditioning too! 
 
In 1970, Mrs. McDermott asked to plant a live evergreen tree at the City’s new municipal building 
to be used for a community Christmas celebration. Our annual Christmas Tree Lighting has been 
going on every year for 57 years.  This tree was moved and now grows outside the Municipal Court 
and Parks and Recreation Administration Building. 
 
Mrs. McDermott certainly got in the Christmas spirit. On Christmas Eve 1982, a woman walked 
into the Allen Library and handed the library director an envelope. The director thought it was a 
Christmas card and opened it after the woman left. It turns out, the card contained a huge check to 
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triple the size of the library’s book collection. And the woman who presented it was Mrs. 
McDermott herself. 

 
Her contributions continued after the death of her dear husband, and to this day are improving the lives 
of nearly every person here in Allen. 
 
More people get to enjoy the great outdoors thanks to her donation to build Hillside Park. 
 
Allen Fire Department could keep our community safe, by operating out of buildings she helped outfit 
and remodel. 
 
We were able to preserve greenbelts and prevent costly property damage thanks to her funding of a 
floodplain management plan.  Mayor Farmer remembers that whole heartedly the study prepared by 
the Halff Associates.  She not only funded the portion along her property but the entire McDermott 
Creek which helped Allen a long way. 
 
Library checkouts and record tracking got easier, when she covered half the cost of a new book scanning 
system that we have in the Library today. 
 
Kids and adults learned important emergency skills due to donations to Allen Fire Department through 
the citizens training program. 
 
Our community has made lots of memories just outside this building in Allen Civic Plaza, a beautiful 
gathering space she helped fund.  The fountain you see out front is the fountain Mrs. McDermott built. 
 
Her generosity went beyond just money: 
 
o Public safety personnel enjoyed her hospitality when she hosted picnics for them at her Allen ranch. 

 
o In later years, she showed her support through donations to the Allen Police Employee Awards 

Banquet 
 

o She celebrated community projects. She was at the new Allen Public Library when it opened in 
2005 – though she tried to go unnoticed. 

 
o Dallas named a bridge after her, but she never forgot about Allen. In fact, just a couple of years ago 

she invited Allen Public Library staff as her personal guests to a fundraising dinner for Dallas 
Public Library. 
 

o Well after her hundredth birthday, she remained sharp and caring. Just last year, she appeared in 
the documentary for Allen Public Library's 50th anniversary. 

 
o She loved seeing Allen grow. 

 
o She invited City officials and staff to her home after the 2016 bond election.  She wanted to 

celebrate what the coming developments would mean for Allen’s future. 
 
o She cared deeply in seeing her little city succeed. 
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I went by her house quite regularly to visit her.  She was one of those people who did so many different 
things for so many different people that she never wanted to receive any recognition for.  During this 
time of her passing, she is receiving a lot of recognition that she would probably be very mad about.  
 
I enjoyed visiting with her a lot.  She was great. Something a lot of people might not know is Mrs. 
McDermott started her career writing the social sections for the Dallas Times Herald.  She was such an 
interesting person to talk to.   
 
Unfortunately, we lost her but all generations to come can celebrate what she has left behind.” 

 
Executive Session        
 
The Executive Session was not held. 
 
Adjournment  
 
MOTION: Upon a motion made by Councilmember Stout and a second by Councilmember Brooks, the 

Council voted seven (7) for and none (0) opposed to adjourn the Regular Meeting of the Allen 
City Council at 7:51 p.m. on Tuesday, May 8, 2018.  The motion carried. 

 
 
These minutes approved on the 22nd day of May 2018. 
 

APPROVED:  
 
 
 

  
Stephen Terrell, MAYOR 

 
ATTEST: 
 
 
 
  
Shelley B. George, TRMC, CITY SECRETARY 
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